
 
CURIOUS VARIETY OF BLOOD REVENGE.-British Consul Plumacher reports the 
following type of vendetta among the Goajira Indians living on the extreme 
northwestern part of Venezuela. By the payment of the compensation of "tears and 
blood" any injury may be condoned--not the aggrieved one, but his relatives, especially 
those on the mother's side, demanding the blood money. If an Indian accidentally injure 
himself, his mother's family imme- diately demand of him the " payment of blood," on 
the theory that as his blood is also their own he has no right to shed it without 
compensation. The relatives of the father claim the payment of "tears," which is not so 
large. Even the friends who witnessed the accident are entitled to pay for their grief. The 
amount of payment depends on the injury. A trifling cut of the finger calls for a little 
corn or something of equal value; a more serious grief is assuaged with a sheep or a 
cow. If the injured party is too poor he must beg from hut to hut, and no one will refuse 
to contribute. If an Indian borrows a horse from a friend and is thrown or injured the 
owner must pay, since the accident would not have happened if he had not lent the 
animal. If a man is injured by his own animal he himself must compensate his relatives. 
The seller of an article is responsible for the results of its misuse. If a person should be 
wounded or lose his life in attempting to kill another the latter must pay blood and tear 
money in the same manner as if he had been the aggressor. Should a child die in the 
absence of one of its parents the absent one may denmatd from the other payment for 
the tears supposed to be shed over the occurrence.-Jour. Soc. Arts, xxxv, 928. 


